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CAPT. JOHNS LOOKS

Spacetravelby flyingsaucer,adven-

Oneof the
globes

is so wat-

ery that the
inhabitants

are
webfootedand webfingered;

anotherhas no living creat-

ures becauseviolentelectrical

stormsaccompaniedby the
fallof greatmassesof jagged

icekillall animal life;the
only creatures on another
globeare hordesof savage

ants3ft.high(a
survival

of
the fittestperhaps);and a
planetmore highlyevolved
thanmost,wherethe inhabit-

ants have
perfected

the broad-

castingof
death-rays

so that
passingtravellers (by space
machine)are paralysedand
killed;and the

invention

by
the

dwellers

on anotherglobe

of a meansof
creating

a mag-

neticcurtainaroundthe of-
fendingplanetwhichthrew
the

deathray backuponthem.
(Theymendedtheirways).
Thisandmuchmorein a

bookby CaptainJohns:One
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of a seriesof such
outstrip-

ping the hithertodominant
"Western"in noveltyand ex-
citement.

And yet, strangely enough,

the effectupon the readeris
not merelyone of thrillsand
suspense,but rathera dawn-
ing idea that perhapsthere
are otherworlds,each pos-
siblywith

inhabitants

and its
own problems.As the author
picturesthem,some wouldbe
aheadof us and somebehind

us, and othersalmostcom-
plete failures.

Certainlythe Captainsuc-
ceedsin impressingupon us
that we are not the only
pebbleson the cosmicbeach,

and thatthe starryskiescon-
sist of suns with theirgroups

of planets,each with evolving

creaturesof some kind.
"The DeathRays of Ar-

dilla,"by Capt.W. E. Johns.

Hodder and Stoughton,Lon-
don. 10/9.


